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Speech Communications: 

Grade Level:    10-11-12  
Length:    1/2 Year 
Period(s) Per Day:   1 
 
 
ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING:  

 This course is intended to provide public speaking experience for the student.  It is also a 
 helpful course for students who hesitate to express their views even though they have 
 strong convictions about things.  The course is designed to aid the student in acquiring 
 self-confidence and poise while developing formal and informal oral communications 
 skills.  Emphasis is placed on the organization, content and delivery required in public 
 speaking. 

 

Course Objectives and Expectations:  

 

 1.)  Planning, performing, and evaluating speeches 
  
 2.)  Studying and executing attentive listening skills 
 
 3.)  Reading, studying, and practicing principles of good interpersonal communication 
 
 4.)  Using good library research skills 
  

Student Objectives: 

Upon completion of Speech, students will: 
 
 1.)  Learn to plan and perform public speaking with increasing confidence and skill. 
 
 2.)  Understand the art and dynamics of speaking in public. 
  
 3.)  Get to know their fellow classmates well. 
 
 4.)  Learn the skills for listening attentively, appreciatively, and critically to the ideas of  
  others.  
 
 5.)  Learn effective library research skills. 
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 6.)  Maintain high standards in oral and written work:  syntax, usage, mechanics, and  
  spelling. 

 

Pacing Guide: 

Rough course outline: 
 
Weeks 1-2 
 
 Relaying Information (Introductory Speeches) 
 
Weeks 3-4 
 
 Relaying Experiences (Personal Experience Speeches) 
 
Weeks 5-6 
 
 Relaying Opinion (Pet-Peeve Speeches)  
 
Weeks 6-7 
 
 Relaying Information (Expository Speeches) 
 
Weeks 8-9 
 
 Relaying Descriptions (Sales Speeches) 
 
Weeks 10-11 
 
 Relaying Information (Demonstration Speeches) 
 
Weeks 12-13 
 
 Relaying Opinion (Persuasive Speeches) 
 
Weeks 14-15 
 
 Relaying Emotion (Interpretive Speeches) 
 
Weeks 16-18 
 
 Relaying Opinion (Impromptu Speeches) 
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Montana Content Standards (or other pertinent National standard/s)- cite even if mastery is 
not attained 
 
SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

SL.11-12.1.a Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.  

SL.11-12.1.b Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set 
clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.  

SL.11-12.1.c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning 
and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.  

SL.11-12.1.d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, with specific attention to culture; 
synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions 
when possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the 
investigation or complete the task.  

SL.11-12.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, 
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the 
data.  

SL.11-12.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
including culturally diverse contexts, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word 
choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.  

SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and 
distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing 
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.  

SL.11-12.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and 
evidence and to add interest.  

SL.11-12.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11-12 Language standards 1 and 3 for 
specific expectations.)  
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W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
including culturally diverse topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 
evidence.  

W.11-12.1.a Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization 
that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  

W.11-12.1.b Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most 
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner 
that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.  

W.11-12.1.c Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between 
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.  

W.11-12.1.d Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  

W.11-12.1.e Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
argument presented.  

W.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis 
of content.  

W.11-12.2.a Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each 
new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  

W.11-12.2.b Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate 
to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.  

W.11-12.2.c Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the 
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.  

W.11-12.2.d Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. W.11-12.2.e Establish and 
maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the 
discipline in which they are writing.  

W.11-12.2.f Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the 
topic).  
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W.11-12.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and wellstructured event sequences.  

W.11-12.3.a Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and 
its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.  

W.11-12.3.b Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.  

W.11-12.3.c Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to 
create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, 
suspense, growth, or resolution).  

W.11-12.3.d Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a 
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.  

W.11-12.3.e Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

 
 
Resources 
 
Textbooks: 
 
Person to Person 
The Art of Public Speaking 

 


